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A n imaginary script for the evening of 
October 15, 2009 might have read 
like one of the many real scripts an-

nounced to the nation of Canada each week-
day morning by veteran, 
and now retired, CBC  
radio newsreader Judy  
Maddren.  As TESL-PHEôs 
AGM/Fall PD Workshops for 
ESL/LINC Teachers go, 
there were certainly many 
headlines that could be 
imagined. ñNearly 100 try 
PHEôs new on-line PD 
registrationò, ñPHE  
membership hits record 
highò, ñPHE offers 8 work-
shops to meet PD de-
mandò, ñCapacity crowd 
hears Judy Maddren 
speakò.  But, as with all 
things, more than the 
headlines themselves it is 
the people and their  
stories behind the head-
lines that captivate and  
motivate. 

On October 15, as keynote 
speaker, Judy Maddren  
captivated us with stories of 
her days in the CBC news-
room and with the stories 
she is capturing now in her second career.  
On the local level, we heard stories about a 
dedicated teacher (Jackie Pollard, recipient of 
the Teacher Creativity Award), and of teacher 
longevity (Vitalia DôSouza, Atia Ahmed, 
Shelley Claridges and Rose Shah,  
all distinguished recipients of TESL Ontarioôs  

10-year pin) ).  All of us who attended the eve-
ning were surely touched by the knowledge of 
the pending retirements of Helen  
Papadopulos,  Rehana Zuberi and Vesna 

Nikolic from PHEôs board of 
directors, whose tireless energy 
and activity on behalf of PHE 
will be sorely missed.  Equally, 
we should have been touched, as 
our boundlessly enthusiastic 
event volunteers Amarjit Sidhu, 
Biulah Desa, Chitra Gulati, 
Diana Leung, Nusrat Ahmed 
and Ravinder Handa Kaur  
certainly were when they were 
recognized with certificates of 
appreciation.    

All these PHE members have 
d e m o n s t r a t e d  s e l f l e s s  
dedication to our cause as teach-
ers of English as a Second Lan-
guage.  Their actions are inspir-
ing.  And, as we witness our 
membersô delight in winning 
ESL teacherôs resource books 
(special thanks to ESL Shop in  
Toronto) or annual TESL  
O n t a r i o  m e m b e r s h i p s -  
congratulations to Sonja 
Trajkova, Ahmad Aatar and Ed 
Richard - and, as we  
welcome two new members with 

fresh ideas to our board, Jackie Pollard and 
Christina Bylyna, we remember that  
being an ESL teacher in PHE is fun and  
rewarding. And, such thoughts may just  
motivate us to consider how we might want to 
write our own headline within  
TESL-PHE. 
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